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� embers of the 
St. Andrews’s  
Society of Baltimore 
Escort to the Colors  
Participated in the 
Memorial’ Day 
Ceremony at the 
Korean War 
Memorial, Canton 
Waterfront Park 
Baltimore 
 
 
 
Gordon Turner 
provided the salute 
to the fallen 
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�  sunny day with low humidity and a 1st Division 
placement, 25 men with 21 flags and our ladies 
carrying our banner, started up Bosely Avenue hill 
and to our delight found a steady breeze coming 
down on us.  The flags were up the entire route.  
And the E.T.C was dressed down for and in step 
with our Kiltie Band who gave us a great 
performance to march to.  After the parade we 
enjoyed the hospitality of the Towson Post 
American Legion with hot dogs, cold beer and 
sodas, and the traditional Pipe and Drum massed 
Band concert.  We heard many compliments from 
the parade observers regarding our performance. 
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Scottish-Americans                                                  
Celebrate Independence Day 
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I recently had an 
opportunity to watch a 
movie on the 
ShowTime cable 
channel named  
A Shot at Glory.  This 
film was produced in 
1999 and released in 
2000, and starred 
Robert Duvall, one of my favorite actors since the 
western mini-series, Lonesome Dove.    
 
The movie, although it had a limited commercial 
success, was interesting to me because it portrays 
the passion that is exhibited by Scottish fans for 
their regional football clubs, as well as some 
breath-taking views of scenes of Scotland. 
 
In the movie Robert Duvall convincingly plays a 
Scottish football club coach, Gordon McLeod.  
Convincing in that Duvall pulls off a pretty realistic 
depiction of a Scotsman, right down to the brogue.  
Robert Duvall’s character is based upon the 
manager of the Raith Rovers Football Club, John 
McVeigh.   
 
The film is about a fictional Scottish Football Club 
from the north-eastern Scottish fishing village of 
Kilnockie (also fictional).  They are a second ranked 
team who are being considered for a move to 
Dublin by their American owner (played by Michael 
Keaton) against the wishes of the coach, players 
and the loyal fans.  The team signs a legendary 
striker from Arsenal Football Club, Jackie 
McQuillan an ex-Celtic Footballer (played by the 
Scottish association footballer Ally McCoist, who 
ironically was well known for his reputation in real 
life as a player for the Rangers F.C.), who is bad 
news all around; a drunk, a brawler, a womanizer, 
arrogant, and also the coach’s estranged son-in-
law.  He is, however, their best hope of winning 
several critical games, generating some revenue 
and changing the moving plans of the American 
owner.   
 
 

 
 
 
Rising above all of their personal conflicts the team 
fights its way through the play-offs in an attempt to 
reach their first Scottish Cup Final.  The final game 
is against Rangers Football Club, one half of the 
Old Firm.   
 
Filled with exciting Scottish football action, the film 
also allows the viewer a chance to see many 
locations across Scotland.  Some of these include 
Boghead Park (the former ground of the Dumbarton 
F.C.), Dumfries club at the Queen of the South’s, 
Palmerstown Park ground, Kilmarnock Football 
Club’s Rugby Park ground and Hampden Park..  
For fans of Scottish Football, several of the extras 
were players for the Raith Rovers Football Club. 
 
The indomitable spirit of the Scottish people, as 
well as their fierce loyalty to their region, whether it 
is their allegiance to their family, their community or 
their football club is aptly portrayed in the film.  It is 
worth a look, although it may be somewhat hard to 
find in your favorite video rental store.  Enjoy!   
 
Until later- Bob 
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Donald C. Kerr, Jr.        
was nominated by President 
Bob Cullison and elected by the 
Board of Managers to serve as 
the Second Vice President of 
the St. Andrew’s Society of 
Baltimore at the February 
meeting of the Board.  Don 
replaces Geoffrey J. C. Boyd, 
who resigned from the position 
for family and health reasons, 
though Geoff remains an active 
Member of the Society.   
 
Don, who turned 66 this year, was born in Lewistown, 
Pennsylvania and grew up in the Roland Park section of 
Baltimore City where his father, the Rev. Donald C. Kerr, 
Sr., served as Pastor of Roland Park Presbyterian 
Church.  He graduated from McDonough School in 
1962; served in the U.S. Navy from 1964 to 1970 as a 
Machinist Mate on the USS James C. Owens, a Fletcher 
class destroyer; and earned his Bachelor of Science 
degree in Management, with a Minor in Accounting, from 
the University of Baltimore in 1974.  While on the 
Owens, Don ran the distillers unit, which explains a lot 
about his expertise in distilleries!   
 
Don began his banking career in 1972 and worked for 
the Forest Hill Bank in Harford County from 1974-1996.  
He received his certificate from the Stonier School of 
Banking at Rutgers University in 1985, writing his thesis 
on “Quality Circles Participative Management.”  In 1988,  
 
Don began Kerr Woodworks as a hobby, which he 
turned into a full-time business in 2005.  Kerr 
Woodworks undertakes cabinet and furniture restoration, 
refinishing, repairs and touch-ups.  Interested in crafts, 
Don has studied the ancient art of caning and weaves 
seats for chairs.  He is also taking a leather working 
class at Tandy Leather in Essex, and has recently 
completed a new kilt belt and sporran.  Fifteen years ago 
Don became interested in canoes and has built 3 
wooden canoes from scratch and restored a 1922 Old 
Town.  He is very active with the boat school in Havre de 
Grace and the WCHA (Wooden Canoe Heritage 
Association).  Don recently completed construction of a 
wooden “sailing” canoe (see photo) which he tried out on 
the Bush River last week.  Someone wanted to know 
why he didn’t have a pretty girl for a model in such a 
good looking boat!   
 
Married to Barbara (“Babs’) with two grown children, Don 
joined the Society in 1983 and also serves as the 
Society’s Convener at the Games.  He is a Life Member 
of the Highland Society of Harford County, where he 
served as President from 1985-1986, and serves on the 
Board of the Colonial Highland Gathering Games at Fair 
Hill in Cecil County.               
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 Sigismund was an emperor of 
the Holy Roman Empire in the 
15th century. When he was asked 
for his recipe for lasting 
happiness in this world, he 
replied, "Only do always in health 
what you have often promised to 
do when you are sick."                                               
 

 
I think of such things when friends (such as those in the 
Society) encounter health issues. However, I have to admit that 
I don't follow Sigismund's advice as well or as consistently as 
I should. 
 
I realize, too, that in this column mention is made of those who 
are ill or grieving. I will mention them in a moment. But how 
often do we think of those who have recovered from illness or 
received comfort when a loved one has died? I think we need 
to give thanks for that more often. So, the message for this 
issue is to give support to those who are in need and to take 
care of ourselves by following Sigismund's advice. 
 
Hospitalized since our last issue are Charles Armstrong 
Forbes, Jr., and Suzanne Gillespie (wife of Kevin) both of 
whom are now home recuperating. Encourage two ailing 
members, James Quigg, and Barnhard A. "Bing" Bang by your 
contacts with them. 
 
Deaths include Harvison Hunt, John N. Harvey, John W. 
Honeywell, and Past President Ronald Burton Dowell. 
 
Let us keep them in your prayers and offer support to them and 
their families. 
 
Yours aye, 
George 
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Of the fifty-six members of the Continental Congress of 
1776 who signed the Declaration of Independence, 
many were of Scottish descents and a few were native 
Scots. From the historic document’s signers listed below, 
which is a Scot native? 
 

a) George Ross of Delaware 
b)     Edward Rutledge of So. Carolina 

      c)     Thomas Nelson, Jr. of Virginia 
d)    John Witherspoon of New Jersey 

                                   
Answer on page 7 
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Ronald Burton Dowell                                                         
Past President  

Our beloved member, friend and Past President Ronald 
Burton Dowell,, 82,  left this world on July 3, 2009, 
following a long battle with lung cancer.  Ron was a 
Sergeant in the Scots Guards from 1945 to 1948 and a 
retired Certified Public Accountant.  Ron was present 
last winter at the Kirkin’ O’ the Tartans at Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Towson as a part of their 150th 
Anniversary celebration, and recently returned to the 
“Holy Land” for a visit to his native Scotia.  
   
Our prayers of thanksgiving for the life of this kind and 
supportive man, and of deepest sympathy to Ron’s 
entire family are offered on this loss of our close friend 
and companion who will always be remembered for his 
ready smile.  A toast to Ron was made at the 4th of July’s 
gathering before the annual Towson Independence Day 
parade, an event Ron enjoyed each year. 
 
Grace, peace and love to you, Ron, as you join the 
Flowers of the Forest.  May light perpetual shine upon 
you. 
 

“When death’s dark stream I ferry o’re,                                   
a time that surely shall come, 

in Heav’n itself I’ll ask no more, than just                         
a Hieland welcome.” 

 
Robert Burns 

 
A service was held at TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 
120 Allegheny Avenue in Towson, on Monday, July 13 
followed by a reception at the church. Donations can be 
made in his name to the St. Andrew's Society 
Foundation of Maryland, P.O. Box 4114, Timonium, MD 
21094, and the Trinity Church Memorial Fund, 120 
Allegheny Avenue, Towson, MD 21204.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Charles Armstrong Forbes, Jr. 
Member and friend  died on Saturday, 11 July 2009.  
Born on 08 March 1919, Charles served in the United 
States Navy Reserve during World War II.  A 36 year 
member of the Society, he joined in 1973 and was 
instrumental in establishing the Society’s 501(c) (3) 
charitable Foundation.  Charles had Forbes, Armstrong 
and MacGregor clan relationships.  Charles joined the 
Reisterstown Lumber Company, which his father 
Charles Sr. purchased in 1933, with his brother James 
on completion of their naval duties in 1946.  Richard R. 
Forbes, Charles’ son, joined the family-owned and 
operated business in 1977.    
   
Our prayers of thanksgiving for the life of our brother-in-
the-kilt, and of deepest sympathy to his wife Paulette 
and entire family, are offered on this loss of our friend 
and companion.  Viewing at the Eline Funeral Home in 
Reisterstown is tomorrow and services will be held at 
Glyndon United Methodist Church on Thursday at 10:00 
a.m.  Please see the Sunpapers obituary below for 
further information. 
 
Grace, peace and love to you, Charles, as you join the 
Flowers of the Forest.  May light perpetual shine upon 
you. 
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Sarah McCaslin , daughter of Society  Historian 
Rodney K. McCaslin and granddaughter of Past 
President Louis B. McCaslin, has informed us that she 
will be enrolling this fall in a one-year graduate studies 
program on Scottish history at the University of 
Edinburgh. She will be studying the connections 
between early modern club life in Scotland and Scottish 
clubs in early America such as St. Andrew’s societies 
and Robert Burns societies. Sarah is a graduate of the 
University of Mary Washington, Fredericksburg, VA 
where she majored in History.   Best wishes to Sarah in 
her studies.  Hopefully, upon her return, she can give us 
a report of her findings at a future Stated Meeting. 
 
Rachel Medina , 2003 Past Presidents’ Heritage 
Scholarship winner, has informed the Benevolence 
Committee that she is searching for a position as a 
Librarian. Rachael graduated from the University of 
Chicago in 2007 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
English and History. In 2009, she earned a Master’s 
Degree in Library Conservation from the University of 
Texas at Austin. She is the granddaughter of Society 
member David McCombe. If you can assist Rachel in 
her search, please contact her at (443) 540-0648, or by 
e-mail at casademedina@hotmail.com. 
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We welcome your joining us in the fun and camaraderie 
we share, so please contact Bud Howe (410-592-5349 / 
achowe@verizon.net), Don Kerr (410-879-6502 / 
donkerr@kerrwoodworks.com), or Al Schudel (410-828-
6140 & 410-435-5200) to volunteer.  Remember, 
whenever you find three or four Scots gathered, you’re 
sure to find a fifth (Single Malt?). 

Preferred Dress for ETC Functions  

White sweater(cold weather)  consists of Blue 
Bonnet (Balmoral or Glengarrry), white sweater 
over shirt of choice (preferred light in color), kilt 
(tartan of your choice), black leather belt, black 
leather(dress or animal shin sporran), white hose, 
Baltimore flashes (black & gold- available from 
quartermaster), & black (shined) shoes. 

Khaki shirt (warm weather) consists of Blue 
Bonnet (Balmoral or Glengarrry), short sleeve khaki 
shirt, kilt (tartan of your choice), black leather belt, 
black leather( dress or animal shin sporran), white 
hose, Baltimore flashes (available from 
quartermaster), & black shoes. 

Day wear (generally worn for church services & 
semiformal affairs)  consists of standard Scottish 
daywear. 

Formal Scottish attire (Prince Charley or other 
formal Scottish attire) is suggested for formal affairs 
or a tuxedo. 

For questions about daywear & formal attire see 
your Scottish clothing vendor or informed members 
in the St. Andrews Society. 

Please note that this is a preferred mode  of dress 
& should not be construed to be the only mode of 
dress. We are about participation & if you only 
have a tartan sash & bonnet you are always 
welcome to participate.  

However, in parades & other color guard functions 
a bonnet, khaki shirt & or white sweater, kilt, belt, 
sporran, hose, flashes, & shoes are required.                           
See 1 &2 above. 
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St Andrew’s Society of Baltimore has been performing 
kirkins at St. Anne’s Episcopal Church annually since 
1970. On June 21st, ten members participated in this 
year’s event. After the Kirkin’ we gathered on the front 
lawn of the church for a concert by pipes and drums 
followed by honoring John Paul Jones a Scot who 
helped develop the U.S. Navy. Jones raised havoc with 
the British Navy allowing our eastern ports to continue 
operating. During his engagement with Serapis, Jones 
uttered, according to the later recollection of his First 
Lieutenant, the legendary reply to a quip about surrender 
from the British captain: "I have not yet begun to fight!" 
We also honored those who fought in the Battle of 
Midway including Wade C. McClusky, our own member, 
whose gallant actions led to the defeat and destruction 
of the Japanese attack fleet.  For his action he was 
awarded the Navy Cross.  We enjoyed his friendship 
while he was with us.  
 
Though few men in kilts participated, the ETC was well 
represented. After the events, a few brother Scots and 
their ladies enjoyed a brunch at the water’s edge in 
Annapolis. 
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By artist David Watson Stevenson, a member of 
the Royal Academy of Scotland, this magnificent 
monument was presented to the City of Baltimore 
by William Wallace Spence in 1893 and was 
rededicated one hundred years later by the St. 
Andrews Society of Baltimore.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The base is made of Woodstock granite and the 
statue is modeled after one atop the Abbey Craig 
near Stirling in Scotland, where Wallace is said to 
have watched the battle brewing below.  
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Date: Sunday, August 23 
Time: Show-Up @ 10:30 a.m. ;  
             Ceremony @ 11:00 a.m. 
Place: Druid Hill Park, Baltimore 
Attire: Khaki Shirt 
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Our Society will hold its annual ceremony at the 
Nisbet Cemetery located off Galloway Road in 
Cockeysville on Sunday, 23 August, 2009 
immediately following the William Wallace 
ceremony in Druid Hill Park.  During this ceremony 
we will honor the members of our Society whom 
Our Heavenly Father has called to the Clan Eternal.  
Family members of the deceased will be invited to 
lay a stone on the memorial cairn.  Any member 
who has lost a love one or close friend who has 
passed is also invited to lay a stone on the cairn 
whether or not they had a connection to the 
Society. 

This cemetery is the final resting place of Judge 
Alexander Nisbet, the longest serving President of 
our Society who fell from the second story window 
of his home, after serving as President for twenty 
five years.  The cemetery had fallen into disrepair 
when Past President Duncan McKenzie and 
Charles Cochrane took it upon themselves to 
restore the stone fence and headstones that 
remained back in the early 1990’s.  This ceremony 
has become a meaningful annual event enjoyed by 
many members of our Society. 

Immediately following the ceremony we shall 
adjourn to Seasons’ Pizza on York Road for lunch.  
We had hoped to return to the Crown and Thistle 
Tea Room which so many of us enjoyed last year 
however they closed their doors for good this past 
April.  We are asking each participant in the lunch 
to contribute $5.00 per person which includes all 
the food you can eat, and a generous supply of 
adult beverages and sodas which the Society will 
provide. 

For more information, please contact Kevin 
Gillespie via phone at 410-730-2773 or 443-878-
4477, or via Email at gillespie.kevin@comcast.net.  
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A Scotsman visited London for his annual holiday 
and stayed at a large hotel. However, he didnae 
feel that the natives were friendly. "At 4 o'clock 
every morning," he told a friend, "they hammered 
on my bedroom door, on the walls, even on the 
floor and ceiling. Heck, sometimes they hammered 
so loud I could hardly hear myself playing the 
bagpipes." 
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Russell M. Tagg 
12601 Manor Road 
Glen Arm, MD 21057 
H: (410) 592-5369 (W): same 
Clan: Dunlop-Dunlap  Joined: 7/7/2009 
Stonemason 
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It is a goal of the new editor to have the Pibroch 
added to the Society’s web-site, so keep checking 
http://www.standrewsbaltimore.org where you can 
also find more pictures of Society events. 
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You may have seen David Zimmerman flashing his 
camera at our various events and wondered where you 
might find the photos he has taken.  Wonder no more. 
 
David has been passing the photos to the Society’s 
webmaster, Jim Wallace, who has been putting them on 
our website: http://standrewsbaltimore.org/.  You may 
find these photos under the “Photo Albums” section or 
by going directly to 
http://standrewsbaltimore.org/photoalbum/index.html.  
Each photo will enlarge if you click on it.  Enjoy reliving 
fond moments. 
 
 
Answer to trivia question from page 3 

·  John Witherspoon of New Jersey 
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Help underwrite the costs of publishing the Pibroch. 
Sponsorships have the following breakdown: 
 

1/8-Page for three issues is $75 
1/8-Page for six issues is $125 
1/4-Page for three issues is $90 
1/4-Page for six issues is $150 
1/2-Page for three issues is $150 
1/2-Page for six issues is $275 

 
Please contact Herb Glasby, 410-437-0647 
Email: hglasby@comcast.net.  Thank you. 


